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“They’re everywhere, they’re everywhere” 
TCAH Arizona Wing 

Photo by Mark L. Rossmann 

A few weeks ago Mark 
Krumrey and Mark Rossmann 
attended ScorpFest in Tucson. A 
maximum of 5 models of any 
type can be entered. Categories 
were generic, with no breakdown 
of Allies or German, Biplane or 
s c a l e  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e 

airplanes, either 1/72 or smaller, 
or larger than 1/72. 13 in total, 
Ships, Sci Fi, cars. etc 

 
There were four rows of 

tables, as noted by the pics. 
Mark K. entered his DamBuster 
and Mark R. 5 aircraft. One of 
the pics shows the Dam Buster 
along with a P47 from Mark R. 
None of the entries won awards. 
The other pics show a fairly good 

sized vendor area 
 
Finally look who else from 

TCAH was present... 
 
Myself, Mark K, Dave 

Hefferman, Dave Weitzel. 
 
Thanks  
 
Mark Rossmann 

ScorpFest 
by Mark L. Rossmann 
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TCAH Officers  
 
President, Bernie Kugel 
 
Vice-President, John R. Ross 
 

Secretary, Bob Ferreria  
 
Treasurer, Dennis Strand 
 

Historian, Merrill Anderson 

Newsletter Info 
Article Submission Deadline: 22nd of 
each month 

 
Editor 
Bob Arko 
6417 Rice Court 
Lino Lakes, MN 55014 
651-481-8887 
boba@arkokraft.com 
 
Send Change of Address Notice to: 
Dennis Strand 

President’s Report 
by Bernie Kugel 

It's still cold outside, but 
some of us are heading to Hope 
It Don't Snow in Stewartville. 

 
At our last meeting our 

location had to be changed. We 
had it at the Inver Glen Library 
just south of Fleming. We had a 
large attendance and heard no 
negatives about the location. I'm 
planning on reserving the room 
again for our April meeting.  

 
One thing that was asked is 

if we are going to get a credit for 
the two months. I told the 
membership at the meeting that 
I'm going to reserve two later 
dates this year for some social 
events for us to have Paint-in's at 
Fleming to work on models and 
watch movies on the screen. We 
have had them in the past, they 
are a lot of fun, And you get to 
see how some people do their 
techniques and learn new tips. 

 
At this month meeting, we 

are having our annual Club 
Contest and Challenge. Bring in 
the models that you completed in 
2018. Prizes this year are HUB 
Hobby Gift Certificates. 

 
Categories are: 
Bi-planes and WWI 
1/72 Propeller Aircraft 
1/48 Propeller Aircraft 
1/72 Jet 
1/48 Jet 
1/32 Scale 
Armor 
Ships 
Automotive 
Sci-Fi 
Miscellaneous 

 
We are also having our Club 

Challenge, which is aircraft from 
the Vietnam War 1965-1974. Eric 
Zable was last years winner 
and he chose this subject. 

President’s Report 
by Bernie Kugel 

TCAH currently has 52 paid 
and 8 “life” members for a total of 
60.  There were 2 renewals at 
the January meeting and we 
signed up 3 new or returning 
members.  These included David 
Evans from Farmington, Tom 
Finch of Wyoming, MN and 
Harold Parsons of Inver Grove 
Heights.  Welcome one and all. 

 
 Our expenses this month 

were limited to a special award 
for the Mad City Modelers 
contest in the amount of $25.00.  
Adding $75.00 income from 
membership dues, there is a total 
of $5071.07 in the club coffers.  I 
will remind everyone that 
$785.69 is restricted to be used 
for best Luftwaffe awards as 
dictated by the David Hueffmeier 
Memorial fund guidelines. 

 
Hope to see you all at 

the club contest. 

Treasurer’s Report 
by Dennis Strand 

TCAH This Month 
 

The monthly meeting will be 
held February 9, at Fleming 
Field, South St. Paul, beginning 
at 1:00 pm.  Come early. 

 
 

The winner of this years 
challenge will pick next years 
subject.  

 
We are judged by the 

members and I will have ballot 
sheets made out. Our VP will 
provide “entertainment” during 
the ballot tabulation.  

 
Also please bring in your 

Luftwaffe aircraft, we also have 
the Dave Heuffmeier memorial 
award. 

 
Hope to see you there, 
 
Stay warm and model on 
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displays and slide shows." 
 
That, my fellow members, is 

how it all began.  I was very 
fortunate to have met and known 
John, the gentle man that he 
was.  Dave went on to list the 
original members at that first 
meeting and perhaps a couple of 
names will be familiar to you.  
Bob Kaye, the originator of the 
old HISAIRDEC decals, some of 
his sheets that I still have, was 
there, along with George 
Mellinger, Tom Weir and Henry 
Capiz. 

 
“In spite of a blizzard, six 

members made it to George 
Mellinger’s home for the January 
meeting.  Member Tom Weir, 
who also belonged to the 
Minnesota Air National Guard, 
arranged for future meetings to 
be held in Building 641 on the 
MANG base. 

 
By March, attendance was 

up to twenty-one, and show-and-
tell expanded to include non-
model items such as books and 
photos.  A slide show was also 
held at the March meeting. 

 
A TCAH model display was 

organized in March at the 
Medical Center Cycle and Hobby 
Shop in Crystal – (anyone 
remember that shop?)  The 
display was subsequently shown 
at Shopper’s City in Maplewood, 
Gagers  Hobby Shop in 
Brookdale, and at Woodcraft 
Hobby on Lake Street, and in the 
Dona lds ons -G o ld en  Ru le 
Department store in downtown 
St. Paul.  At the ripe old age of 
four months, TCAH was the 
veteran of several public model 
displays. 

 
The May meeting was held 

at the home of Bob Kaye in 
Bloomington,  where Bob 
operated HISAIRDEC, a decal 
business.  Annual dues of one 

 Back in 1982, former, and 
now deceased member, Dave 
Galbraith, put together a history 
of the club from day one up until 
he printed the booklets which we 
all received at the time.  In order 
to help with the newsletter, I want 
to put together a series of 
excerpts from that collection over 
the years and this is the first 
installment. 

 
And I quote from the booklet: 
 
"1966 - The Beginning 
 
The Twin  C i t y Ae ro 

Historians organization traces its 
origin to a letter sent by John 
Moore to several aircraft 
modelers in the Twin City area in 
November of 1966.  John felt his 
enthusiasm for plastic model 
building was shared by enough 
people to support informal 
meetings on a periodic schedule.  
The response to his invitation 
confirmed his thoughts, and 
fifteen people met at John's 
home on Saturday, December 3.  
At least ten others could not 
attend that day, but expressed 
interest in John's concept. 

 
The first meeting was a 

natural success, with most 
modelers bring in some of their 
work for a "show and tell" 
s e s s i o n  t h a t  m a g n i f i e d 
everyone's interest in modeling, 
as well as the sharing of aircraft 
source data and modeling 
techniques.  It was decided to 
meet on the first Saturday of 
each month at various members' 
homes, and a name for the group 
was selected that has remained 
unchanged for 30 years 
(considerably longer than that 
now, Ed.)  Attendees also 
discussed the possibilities of 
future meeting themes, guest 
speakers, field trips, model 

dollar were agreed upon at the 
August meeting.  Jim Hayes was 
elected Treasurer to manage the 
TCAH bank account. 

 
The October meeting was 

actually an all-out Sunday 
display of member’s models at 
the Air Guard base, and over 300 
people showed up to admire the 
talent of TCAH members. 

 
Those joining in 1967 

included, Noel Allard, Jeff Fries, 
Tom Walsh, Gordon Larson, 
Jerry Kurth, and  Marsh 
Christianson”  

 
I will continue sharing what 

Dave put together back then as a 
little history lesson for newer 
members in coming installments. 

 
A little history never hurt 

anybody. 
 
Good Modeling, 
 
Frank  

The title of the book that I am 
reviewing is “Spitfire Revisited: 
An enthusiast’s guide to 
modelling the Spitfire and 
Seafire”, by Trevor Snowden.  I 
will begin by taking a quote from 
the author’s forward. 

 
“In this book I have 

attempted to assist the Spitfire 
modeler to understand the 
physical shape and associated 
mechanical changes that applied 
to each of the various Marks of 
Spitfire produced: from the pre-
WW II, two bladed, fixed-pitch 
propeller variants to those of the 
post-war contra-rotating six-
bladed propeller versions – and 

(Continued on page 6) 

Some TCAH History 
by Frank Cuden 

Book Review 
by Dennis Strand 
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and others.  As I previously 
noted, they are all in 1/48 scale 
and appear to be very well done.  
There is a fold-out chart labeled 
“Spitfire Combinations” at the 
end of the book.  It is laid out 
with rows and columns which 
attempt to organize similarities 
and dif ferences between 
versions.  I found it a little 
awkward, but it can be helpful 
when sorting out particular 
questions on details. 

 
The book will not tell you 

everything there is to know 
about the Spitfire, but it is sure 
to enhance and encourage your 
building experience.  All in all I 
can highly recommend this title 
to anyone who has built a model 
before and has an interest in the 
wor ld famousSupermarine 
Spitfire line of aircraft. 

 
I checked the internet for 

availability and found a couple of 
sources.  Amazon wants way 
too much, but abebooks.com 
has some at reasonable prices.  
If you ever come across a copy 
at a model show or bookstore, 
you would not be disappointed if 
you made the purchase.    

what was changed in its 
production and for what reason.  
This is illustrated with numerous 
profiles, usually a color four-view 
drawing and several photos of 
built-up models.  These visual 
aids are accompaniedby a 
caption giving color and marking 
notes, squadron assignments 
and additional information. 

 
This is not a how-to-do-it 

book.  Kits that are used to build 
the models are noted.  If a 
particular version requires cross-
kiting, it is mentioned.  However, 
thereare no build sequence 
photos or instructions on building 
model airplanes.  Therefor the 
book is recommended for 
s o m e w h a t  e x p e r i e n c e d 
modelers.  It is a starting point 
that leads you through the main 
structural differences between 
the permutations of various 
types.  The main text will give 
you the background, markings, 
Squadron service, dates and so 
on, while photo captions will 
reinforce details and talk about 
which kits were used.  The 
models that are pictured are from 
several manufacturers and are 
built by the author, Neil Robinson 

(Continued from page 3) 

all those that went between”. 
 
I must say that I believe Mr. 

Snowden has achieved his 
stated purpose and then some.  
The book has two properties that 
I appreciate; 1) The book gives 
an easy to read, concise yet 
detailed description of the 
development of not only the 
Spitfire, but its offspring the 
Seafire as well, and 2) The 
models are all 1/48 scale.  
Theformat is soft cover; approx. 
8.5” X  11.5”, 144 pages, 37 
color profiles, 32 four-view 
illustrations, many photos of 
built-up models, a two-sided 
foldout chart and it is published 
by Dalrymple & Verdun. 

 
The author begins with a 

brief history and development of 
the Spitfire of 1936 as well as 
important facts about the origins 
of the Rolls-Royce Merlin 
engine.  He goes throughall 
operational Marks to the Mk 24.  
Included are PR and FR types 
and the “Speed Spitfire”.  The 
seafires are covered from the 
Mk I to the Seafire 47.  For each 
type there is an explanation of 
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On The Table—January 2019 

Name                        Model                                                          Manufacturer                       Scale 

Steve Jantcher           Mk IV                                                         Tamiya                                 1/35 

Jim Kloek                 USS Enterprise CV-6                                  Academy                              1/700 

Mark Jacques            M4A1 Sherman                                          Tasca                                    1/35 

Mark Jacques            M41 Walker Bulldog                                  Tamiya                                 1/35 

Dennis Strand           Vultee Vengeance                                        AZ Model                            1/48 

Steve Erickson          Tempest Mk V                                            Eduard                                  1/48 

Steve Erickson          P-39Q                                                        Hasegawa                               1/48 

John R Ross              AT-AT                                                         Bandai                                   1/144 

John R Ross              Bf 109G-6                                                  Hasegawa                              1/48 

Bill Read                   M-ATV                                                      Kinetic                                    1/35 

Bill Read                   MQ-1 Predator                                           Bronco                                   1/48 

Tom Finch                 Motorcycles                                                Various                                  1/12 

Bob Maderich           Char 2c                                                        Meng                                    1/35 

Bob Maderich           Fokker D.VII                                              Dragon                                   1/48 

Bob Maderich           Tyrell OC3                                                  Ebbro                                    1/20 
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Directions to the Club Meeting Location 

Where: South St. Paul Municipal 
Airport, a.k.a. Fleming Field, lo-
cated on the southern extremity of 
South St. Paul, south of 1-494, west 
of Concord Street and East of High-
way 52. 
 
If coming from the western Twin 
Cities going east on 494: 
• Exit at the 7th and 5th Avenue 

exit (Exit No.65) 
• Turn right (South) on 7th Ave 

and go approximately .6 miles to 
a 4-way Stop sign. This is South 
Street W. To your left there will 
be a McDonald's; to your right 
front there will be a Walgreen's. 

• Turn left (East) at the 4-way 
Stop onto 

• South Street W and go approxi-
mately .6 miles. Along the way 
you will encounter three more 
Stop signs—the third Stop sign 
(Henry Avenue) will be a "T" in-
tersection. At the "T" intersec-
tion on your left will be homes 
and on your right softball fields. 

• Turn right (south) onto Henry 
Ave. and go approximately .2  

• miles toward the Fleming Field 
airport terminal building. 

If coming from east Twin Cities on 
westbound 494: 
• Exit at the 7th and 5th Avenue 

exit (Exit No.65) 
• Turn left (South) on 7th Ave and 

go approximately .6 miles to a 
4-way Stop sign. This is South 
Street W. To your left front there 
will be a small strip mall; to your 
right there will be an Amoco sta-
tion. 

• Turn left (East) at the 4-way 
Stop onto 

• South Street W and go approxi-
mately .4 miles. Along the way 
you will encounter two more 
Stop signs—the third Stop sign 
(Henry Avenue) will be a "T" in-
tersection. At the "T" intersec-
tion on your left will be homes 
and on your right softball fields. 

• Turn right (south) onto Henry 
Ave. and go approximately .2 
miles toward the Fleming Field 
airport terminal building 

The terminal is on the right with 
parking available. 

The Aero Historian is published 
monthly by the Twin City Aero Histori-
ans, Inc., a joint chapter of the Ameri-
can Aviation Historical Society and 
International Plastic Modelers Society/
USA, for members and readers as part 
of their annual dues or fees. 
                       
The group is open to aviation 
enthusiasts from teenagers on up who 
are interested in aviation modeling, 
photography, collecting, art and writing.  
 
The Twin Cities Aero Historians (TCAH) 
meet the second Saturday of every 
month at 1:00pm. 
 
See above for the new meeting loca-
tions and directions. 
 
Mail Newsletter material to the editor 
and address changes to the treas-
urer. 

Twin City Aero Historian 
Rick Schmierer 
1852 E. 39 Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55407 

 
Return address requested 

 

 

 

 

 


